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Atom, you 
have to press 

the “next 
slide” button.

I know!  
I know!
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Atom, do you 
know who 

that is?

Is that the 
guy who 

created us?
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No, it’s not 
him.  He’s 
not that 

fuzzy.

And our guy 
isn’t famous 
for creating 

anything yet … 
not even us.
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This is Dmitri 
Mendeleev.

The creator 
himself of 

Periodic Law.
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I guess creating 
Periodic Law was 

really all in the 
cards for Mr. 
Mendeleev.

What do you 
mean, Atom?
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Mendeleev used gamification to 
achieve his success.  He put the 

properties of the 63 known 
elements at the time on different 

cards and kept rearranging the 
cards until a pattern emerged

Wow!  I’ll bet 
that took a lot 
of patience!
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You’re right, Molly. In 
fact, that’s what 

Mendeleev’s friends 
called his card game: 

Patience.

And because repeating 
patterns are called 

“periodic”, Mendeleev 
called his arrangement 
the “periodic table of 

elements”.
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Were there pattern 
gaps in the cards?

Yes.  Mendeleev 
correctly figured 
that those gaps 

were undiscovered 
elements.
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The card patterns also 
helped to update what 

had been accepted 
values for existing 

elements.

Wow!  That was 
quite the data 

exercise for the 
mid-1800s.  
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I’m just glad that 
someone got this 

organized, or else our 
existence might be very 

messy indeed.

Speaking of an 
organized existence, 

there is the matter of 
some household 

chores that I’ve been 
patiently waiting to get 

started on.
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I don’t suppose that 
there’s any chance 
of tabling them for 

another time.

No.  I’m pretty sure 
that they are in your 

cards for this 
weekend.
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